S.KEV581]	PREVENTION	•      73
water, thus rendering it safe, by so simple an expedient as filtering it
through a piece of cloth. The incubation period of the disease, however,
is so long, almost a year, that the first enthusiasm in adopting so simple
a measure of ensuring safety is liable to wane before it can become
effective. It is, however, a means of securing freedom from the disease
which any individual with understanding can adopt with ease and
certainty.
(2)—Destruction of Cyclops by Potassium Permanganate
Cyclops can be killed in water by potassium permanganate in so small
a concentration as to produce only a light pink tinge in the water. A Necessary
concentration of 0-01 gram per litre will generally suffice to kill cyclops c°ncenirat'lon
in a few hours. Such a concentration imparts very little taste to the permanganate
water, and such taste as may be present immediately the salt is added
passes away if the water is allowed to stand for a short period. Water
treated in this way is quite safe to drink. But potassium permanganate
in the concentration mentioned does not appear to injure the eggs of
cyclops, so that the crustaceans reappear after a period. A well therefore
which has been made safe by treatment with potassium permanganate
may become restocked with cyclops and may be reinfected in the course Return
of a few weeks if guinea-worm embryos are reintroduced. The following °lf^ection
experience in the village of Sarsola illustrates these points. A census of permanganate
the village showed that 39 per cent of the villagers had suffered from treatment
the disease at some time or another during their lives, and in the year
in which this experiment is recorded 10-78 per cent of the villagers were
affected. The water-supply of the village was derived from, two draw-
wells. The protecting wall of one of these wells was dilapidated, and an
examination of the water in this well showed not only that numerous
cyclops were present in it but that 38-6 per cent of them v/ere infected
with guinea-worm larvae. The well was treated on March 16th in the
usual way with three pounds of potassium permanganate, until a pale
pink colour was imparted to the water. On March 23rd examination
of the water of the well failed to reveal any living cyclops. On the 30th
of the month a large number of daphnia and a few cyclops were found
in the water. By April 8th. the number of cyclops had increased and
now 5-9 per cent of them contained guinea-worm larvae. An examina-
tion on April 20th showed a still further increase in the number of
cyclops and 14 per cent of these were by this date infected with
guinea-worms.
The prevention of guinea-worm disease is not essentially a medical Sociological
problem; the difficulties which have to be overcome in eradicating it
have mainly a sociological and economic basis and resolve themselves
into combating the ignorance, the habits, and prejudices as well as the
lack of co-operation among the primitive people who suffer from this
disease.

